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T have. the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a 


memorandum which was handed to me on September 15th by 
the President and Secretary of the Independence Party. 


Qe This followed on a meeting held by the Party on 
llth September to protest against the recommendations of 


U.N.§.C.C.P. This Party, thé Hizb al Istiqlal, is the 


farthest to the right of Iraqi Parties and its member- 
ship consists primarily of upporters of Rashid Ali al 
Gailani, many of them being/internees. The meeting is 


reported to have been attended by about 850 persons, 
among them the Prime Minister and the Minister for Social 


Affairs, which indicates that the Independence Party is 
meeting with some success in its attempt to exploit the 
popular resentment aroused by the proposals of 

U.N.§.C.0.P. The president of the Party made a violent 


speech, in which he said that, should Britain and 
America continue 


to antagonise the Arabs for 
the Jews, 


the Arabs should seek support from 
major power which might be interested in the 


: On behalf of the Party the President put forward 
eight demands to the Arab League:- 


(1) Palestine is to be declared an independent 
Arab state recognised by g11 other Arab 


states. 


An end must be put to Zionist activities and 
3 siege be made round Palestine from both the 


land and sea to prevent the infiltration of 
Zionistsinto the Holy Land. 


All Jews who have entered Palestine or any 
other Arab state since 1914 are to be con- 
sidered as temporary immigrants and must be 


ejected. 


Decisive action mist be taken to prevent the 
sale of Arab lands to Jews. 


(5) All Arab fighters must be recognised as men 


of arms entitled to all rights of the soilder. 


ecruiting offices in all Arab 


{6) , 
he enlistment of all 


countries, 
yolunteers who wish to fight in Palestine. 


(7) Special Trade offices are to be established 
in order to contact trade circles in 


/ countries 


The Right Honourable 
frnest Bevin, M.P., 
etc., atc., etc. 
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countries which support the Arab case. This 
is a preliminary step to the boycotting of 
British and American goods. 


(8) Every effort must be made to disarm the 
Zionists. | | 


4. Both my visitors, Mohammad Mehdi Kubba and Faiq 
Samarrai, have a long record of intransigent nationalist 
politics. The latter was appointed Director of 
‘Municipalities by the Rashid Ali Government and was 
subsequently interned for the greater part of the war 


period. 


was short, Kubba made much the same 
but <couched. them 
I made three 


Bs The interview 
points as are made in the memorandum, 


+n more conciliatory terms. In reply 
points. 


(a) That the U.N.S.C.0.P. proposals were only 
recommendations, which would be fully discussed 


before being adopted by the United Nations 
Assembly. 


(b) That His Majesty's Government could not be 
compelled even by a decision of United Nations 
Organisation to carry out any policy, unless 
His Majesty's Government were convinced of its 
justice and practicability. 


(c) That I was keeping His Majesty's Government 
fully informed of the state of public opinion 
in Iraq on the Palestine question. 


would object to 


the publication of what I had said. Il replied that Il 
had no objection. An account of the interview was 
accordingly published in the Party organ, which gave on 
the whole a fair picture of what had passed. 


6. On leaving I was asked whether I 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


saouasafay 
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COPY. 


Headquarters, 


Translation. 
Al Istiqlal Party. 


Dated: l2th September, 1947. 


10% His Honour the Charge d'affaires, 
British Embassy. 


Blessed Compliment, 


British policy has most bitterly exploited time after 


time the clear inclination of the Arabs to endeavour to solve 


their problems by mutual understanding in an atmos phere 


uncloudead by terrorism such as that to which the Zionists 


have resorted. 


The British Government has submitted to this Zionist 


terrorism and has taken no stringent measures, military or 


political, to ward it off, nor has it resorted to the use of 


force, as it did in disarming the Arabs of Palestine when they 


rose up against Zionist tyranny and imperialistic policy, 


although they, the Arabs in their rebellion did not g° beyond 


the limits of self-defence against the armed British Forces 


which most cruelly and harshly aimed at exterminating their 


just national movement for liberation, a movement to which 


they had been driven out of despair of reaching an under- 


standing over the solution of their problem. A problem which 


had been imposed on them by imperialism in spite of inter- 


national pledges and promises and in contravention of the 


correct understanding of the right of self-determination, and 


of justice and humanity. 


Britain has neglected all the dangers and the harm 


ulting from the arming of Zionists. She armed them during 


use their aggression as an 


res 


the war in order that she might 
licy against the Arabs. In 


excuse for this treacherous po 


Britain has been joined by 
/ the 


this aggressive movement, Great 


N00 NOT "391430 Q40938 J1TaNd 3HL 40 LH918Ad09 


the Government of the United States of America which also 
aims at turning Palestine into an imperialist bastion and 

an open market for her trade in the Middle East. The 
Government of America, which has exerted great endeavours in 
the cause of its freedom and in its adherence to the 
principle of self-determination, has come to join with 
Britain in this policy. Both Governments have agreed to 
increase their aggression against the Arabs and to crush down 
humanitarian principles in all the decisions adopted by them, 
the latest being the recommendations of the United Nations 
Organization Fact-Finding Commission. 

The people of Iraq, backed by the Arab nation, in view 
of its long experience of similar organizations since the 
establishment of the League of Nations and up to the present 
time, fully realises what such international organizations 
amount to. It knows that the world is to-day split into two 
large groups, the first is what is called the Western 


Democracies led by America and England, and the second is 
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the Eastern Democracies led by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. Any decision taken by the first group is con- 
sidered by the (Iraqi) people as emanating from the Govern- 
ments of Britain and America themselves and as constituting 
an act of aggression against Iraq and other Arab countries. 
It thus becomes the right of these countries to defend 
themselves against this aggression with all the strength 
and force at their command. These (reasons) induce these 
countries to put pressure on their Governments to sever 
diplomatic and economic relations with these two states and 
to relinquish the protection of the revenues and installations 


owned by these two States in the Arab East, and to rally to thef 
/ support 


ae 


support of the Arabs of Palestine by bloodshed, as is 
required by close relations and self-defence. 

The thousands of people assembled at the large meeting 
held to-day by Al Istiqlal Party at Bagdad support this view- 
point, and request Your Excellency to communicate it to 
your Government in order that it may acquaint itself with 
the danger which will accrue as a result of its ageressive 
policy. 


eens 


(Sgd.) Muhammad Hassan Kubba. 


President, 
Al Istiglal Party... 
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Sir A. Cadogan, MPORTAN 
New York. 3 


Telegram. | | Greek Ambassador stated/on 26th September 


IN Osistg Se. _[. that he had received a telegram from the Greek 


(Date)... sce Ambassador in Washington to the effect that 


Greek representative in New York had been 
Repeat to :-— 


Washington ae approached by the Syrian Representative, who 


had told him that the Palestine issue was the 


focal point of the policy of the Syrian 


aduasasay 


® 
® 


Government, and indeed, of the whole A 


oo 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


and that if the Greek Government did not 
support the Arab case over Palestine in the 


General Assembly, then Syria would not be able 


to support the Greek case, -A—+he Secusity 


Gouneili. Greek Ambassador in Washington had 
ed 7 


informed the State Department of this approach 


and State Department had replied that they 


Gode-x fully understood the position and had no 
Cypher. 
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objection to the Greek Government Supporting 
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Distribution :— the Arab case. 


Cabinet | 2. Greek Ambassador was informed that 
H.M.G. would not wish to influence the decision 
of the Greek Government in the matter and that 
Greek Government should act as seemed best to 


them, 


Gp 620 


Copies to :— 


Wt. 43697-140 100m 3/47 GS.St. 


(13551 


ero ed 


4 


corer 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on 


Be 
Confidential. 
Cypher/OIP. 


(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No. 5187. 
a De 7.00 am. 27th September, 1947. 
26th September, 1947. 


Repeated to Washington No, 9981 
Athens No, 1956 
Damascus 0,500 
Cairo No, 1799 
Beirut No,51 Saving 
Jedda No.30 Saving 
Bagdad No,46 Saving 
Amman No.$5 Saving. 


IMPORTANT. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Greek Ambassador stated to a member of this 
Depar men’ on 26th September that he had received a 
elegram from the Greek Ambassador in Washington to the 
effect that Greek representative in New York had been 


approached by the Syrian Representative, who had told 
hin that the Palestine lecue was the focal point of the 


olicy of the Syrian Government, and indeed, of the whole 
rab ague, and that. if the Greek Government did not 
support the Arab case over Palestine in the General Assembly, 
hen ayene would not be able to support the Greek case. 
Greek Ambassador in Washington had informed the State 
Department of this approach and State Department had 

replied that they fully understood the position and had no 
objection to the Greek Government supporting the Arab case. 


2. Greek Ambassador was informed that His Majesty's 


Government would not wish to influence the decision of 
the Greek Government in the matter and that Greek Government 


should act as seemed best to then, 
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Cypher/OTP 
FROM BEIRUT TO FORBIGN OFFICE [= 


Mr. Evans | Pe 
Ne. 693 D. 7010 eet, 30th September, 1927, 
29th September, 1947. Re Get Bee 30th September, 194.7. 


Repeated te British iliddle hast Office Caire Saving 
Bagdad 
Jedda 
Amman Saving 
Damascus 


Jerusalem ) | 
United Kingdem Delegatien New Yerk 


ae Came ae 


IMPORTANT 
SECRET 


My immediately preceding telegrga - ralestine. 


i 
Go 30/9; “te 


saduasafay 


Meslem reactien te Celenial Secretary's speech seens te 
be generally faveursble, but seme deubi is expressed as te. 
eur sincerity. Riad Selh has in private described the 
development as a "good beginning" but both he and ex Prime 
Sinister Abdul Hamid Kerameeh [sic] appear to be somewhat 
sceptical of our real intentions. Kerameeh also expressed 
concern at the possibility of an influx of Jewish inmigrants 
after British withdrawal, One ioslem notable contended that 
His Majesty's Government's policy unfair to Arabs on the 
grounds that His Majest~s Government should either solve 
Palestine problem before withdrawing, or give the Arabs 
sufficient time to organise themselves, The latter point 
has also been stressed by other motables. 
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2, Ghristian reaction as a whole is less favourable, 
The attitude of pro-Government elements is probably [? gp. 
omittedled by statement of ex ifinister for Foreign Affairs 
Philippe Takla who told me "atmosphere had been much cleared 
by" Colonial Secretary's speech. Reactionary elements, on 
the other hand, are alarmed (one described it bluntly as "bad 
news") and fearfil that an era of bloodshed in Arab werld is sout 
09 be inaugurated, particularly if withdrawal frem Palestine 
is a prelude te evacuation ef the whole Middle East. Moderate 
Christian epinien is prebably reflected in the view expressed 
by well knewn ex llinister who informed member of my staff that 
precess of British withdrawal sheuld not in any cass be unduly 
hurried. , | ee - 1B 
Fereign Office please pass to United Kingdem pelegatier 
New .ferk as my telegram Ne, 15. A Hoss C 
[Repeated te United Kinzdem Delegation New Yerk] wy .. * Na 
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Ee Clair by 
Confidential Bag. 


FROM CAIRO TO JERUSALEM 


Mr. Bowker 
No, 98. 
September 27th, 1947. 


Repeated to hein Office No, 1352 
| nee spemeenianatal 


R, 9,45,a,m.October 1st, 1947, 


Amman No, 96 
~---=-000-=~-=~ 


Ahran of September 26th publishes appeal stated 
to have been received from Arab Higher Commi ttee fixing 
ord October as "Palestine Day" and urging Arab and 
Moslem world to display sympathy for Erat Palestine 
op that day by such means as_ strikes, demonstrations, 
neetings, press articles, telegrans to eet Nations 
Organisation rejecting U:N.3.C.0,P. decisions, and 
protests to foreign diplomatic missions; ~ - © 
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AMENDED DISTRIBUTION (3/10/47) 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cy pher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Evans 
Ne. 698 De. 7.55 aem. Ist October 1947 
eptember, 1947 R. 10.20 a.m. lst October 1947 


Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York 

(Foreign Office please pass as my 
teleoram No. ie} 

British Middle East Office Cairo (Ssving) 

Bagdad 

Jedda 

Amman 

Damascus 

Jerusalem 


My telegram No. 693, 
Press reaction on Colonial Secretary's speech. 
Press comment is still. scanty owing to public pre-e 


ocoupa tion with M. Moubarak's letter but the follow ng 
points have been made. 


aduasafay 


de Fro-Governnent Arab nationalist newspaper 

"Al Hayat" welcomes Colonial Secretary's speech as a 
{epeundec. ] step towards an’ amicable solution of the 

alestinian problem but is afraid it will be interpreted 
in such & way as to serye only British interests. The 
paper warns His Majesty's Government that Arabs are now 
wide awake as to their interests and will no longer be 
fooled. The more neutral "Az Zaman‘s" only comment is 
implied in headline "Britain withdraws her forces from 
Palestine and causes war between Arabs and Jews". The 
nationalist paper "Beirut" now in opposition makes no 
direct comment but guotes the Mufti of Palestine ss warning 
the Arabs that the British move is a political feint and 
does not indicate radical change in British policy in 
Palestine. The Phalangist newspaper "Al Amal” now anti-~ 
Government states that Britain has at last defined her 
attitude towards Palestine but reports that both Arab 
and Jewish circles have received statement with surprise 
and suspect hidden schemes of far-reaching effect because 
they cannot believe Britain will so easily withdraw from 
such a strategic zone. Both Arabs and Jews are mobilising 
their forces pre aration for armed conflict because 
they foresee thet the decision of United Nations will 
satisfy neither party. The paper adds that Britain, thanks 
to her many friends and supporters, will not find it 
difficult to safeguard her nterests and prestige in the 
Middle Bast but America will have to defend her rights 
Single-handed. The Commmist "Ssut Esh Shaab" is suspicious 
of british intentions and accuses His Majesty's Government 
of hypocrisy, contrasting the Statement that they do not 


/ intend 
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. undec. @ 4mplement) selution by 
e fact that. the mnenda t] any os been 
roe for the past 25 years. The | 
meen re * insinuates in pW nent headline 
thet Mr. sone Jones: does not. mesn wnat he says... 


5. Meetin of Chamber of Deputies on | 
eptember 2oth ves. entirely Gevoted to M. OO ubeirek' s 


seeker fo UsN.S.Co0.P. 
[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York) 
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ir. Avans D 7.55 alm, Ist October 1947 
No, 698 R. 10,20 am. ist October 1947 


oOoth september 1947 

Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York 
(Foreign Office please pass as My 
telegram No, 16 


British Viddle Bast Office Cairo (Saving) 
Bagdad 

Jedca 

Amman 

Damescus 

Jerusalem 


Ly telegram No, 695, 


ee 


-ress reaction on Colonial Secretary's speech. 


Press comment is still scanty owing to public 
pre-occupation with i.. Moubarak’s letter but the 
following points have been made, 


2. ©ro=Governnent Arab nationalist newspaper 
"Al Hayat" welcomes Colonial Secretary's speech ss a 
go. undec,] step towards an amicable solution of 
he Yelestinian problem but is afraid it will be 
interpreted in such a way as to serve only British 
interests, The paper warns His ..ajesty's Governnent 
that Arabs are now wide awake as to their interests 
snd will no longer be fooled, The more neutral 
"az Jaman's" only comment is implied in headline 
"Sritein withdraws her ferces from Palestine and 
Causes war between Arabs Jews", The nationalist 
paper "Beirut" new in eppe “Mion makes no direct 
cemment but quotes the iufti of Palestine as wernin 
the Arabs that the British move is a pslitical feint and | 
dees net indicate radical chenge in British policy in Palestine, 
The Phalangist newspaper "Al Asal" new snti-Gevernnent 
states thet triteain has at last defined her attitude 
towards Palestine but reperts that beth Arab’ and Jewish 
circles have received statement with surprise and 
suspect hidden schemes ef far-reaching effect because 
they cannot believe Britain will so easily: withdraw 
frem such a strategic zene, Beth Arabs and Jews are 
mebilising their ferces in prepsratien fer armed 
conflict because they feresee that the decisien ef United 
Natiens will satisfy neither party. The paper adds that 
Britain, thanks to her many friends and supperters, 
will net find it difficult te sefegusrd her interests 
and prestice in the Middle East but America will have te 
defend her rights single-handed, The Cemmunist "Saut 
Esh Shaab" is suspicieus of British intentiens and accuses 
His :ajesty's Gevernment ef hypecrisy, contrasting the 
STATEMENT eeccee 
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ate peak that ‘thay ge net intend te [ep undeo, 

oy selutien by fe ye - wit the fact 
that the. le ate has been maintain y ferce fer 
the past 25 years, The Cemmmist wrnely insinuates - 
in preminent headline that.Mr. Creech Jenes dees 
net mean What he says, 


S. Meeting ef Chamber ef Deputies on September 
rote a a Mad deveted te UM. Meubarak's letter 


[Repeated te United Kingdem Delegatien New Yerk] 
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RTT 


Cypher/OTP 


FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICS 
De 3-58 pem. 30th September, 1947 


h 4. 
S0th September, 1947, Ro 6.50 pem. SOth September, 1947 


1 
Repeated to Bagdad 
Cairo 
Amman 
Jedda | 
Beirut 
CmineC Mediterranean 
fiddle Bast Minister 


« OOOO 
Your telegram No. 502. a. 


Arab translation issued by Information Officer 
of the Secretary cf State for the Colonies statement 
was carried by all Damascus newspapers, The initial 
press comment was favoursble alt cough deubts as te 
tlis vajesty's Geverment's intention te keep te the 
terms cf the statenent were subsequently expressed. 

A leading and cemparatively independent Dal 
cemmented that thespeech emphasises that the British 
were unprepared for further sacrifices in realising "a 
feelish preject supperted by Jewish neney frem New 
Yerk'. the statement was described as "cdemecratic" and 


typical ef British friendship fer the Arabs and 
th 


aduasafay 


ps. umec.] new phase ef British fereicon pelicy. 

e peint that His Majessy's Gevernnent was prepared 
te implement a settlemen: enly_if acceptable te beth 
sides was welcemed, in general the press reactien is 


as faveurable as ceuld bs expected, 


2, A nember ef the Syrian President's staff 
gave his epinien that the statement centained ne 
pesitive suggestien fer a selutien. 


WOONO “391450 OY0938 J178Nd FHL 4O LHOIYAdOD 


3. Hely war-nengers have net yet suggested 
that the British withdrawal weuld allew the Arabs an 
appertunity te attack the Jews. 


Please pass te U.K. Delegatien New York. 


[Repeated te U.K. Delegation New Yerk]. 
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CYPHER /OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFPICs 


ir, Dundas. D: 3.58 vem.50th September, 1947. 


Now 224. 
40th September, 1917. R: 6,50 p.m. 30th September, 1924/7. 


Repeated to: Bagdad, 
Cairo, 
Amman , 
Jedda , SAVING. 
Beirut, 
C-in-C Mediterranean, ) 
Middle Bast Minister ) 


i 


Your telegram No. 502. c 


ar! 


ce hoes 


Arab translation issued by Information Officer of the 
ceagretary of State for the Colonies statement was carried by 
all Damascus newspapers. The initial press comment was 
favourable although doubts as to His Majesty's Government's 
intention to keep to the terms of the statement were sub-=.. 
sequently expressed, A leading end comparatively inde- 
pendent Daily commented thst the speech emphasises that the 
British were unprepsred for further sacrifices in realising 
"s foolish project sunported by Jewish money from New York". 
Me statement was described as "democratic" and typical of 
British friendship for the Arebs and (grps.undec,] new phase 
of British foreign policy. The point that His jiajesty's 
Government was prepared to implement a settlement only .if 
acceptable to both sides was welcomed, In peneral the press 
reaction is as favourable as could be expected, 


aduasafay 
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2. A member of the Syrian President's staff gave his opinion 
that the statement contained no positive suggestion for 4 
solution. 


4, Holy war-mongers have not yet suggested that the British 
withdrawal would allow the Arabs an opportunity to attack the 
JOWE. 


Please pass to United Kingdom Delegstion New York, 


[Repeated to U.K.Delegstion New York]. 
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De 6.00 Bo Re lst Oetober 1947. 
lst Oetober 1947. R. 3655 pet. Ist Octeber 192/. 
Repeated to — Del. New York 


a 
Ca 


) 
) 
) Saving 


Your telegran No. 180) to Caire: reactions te Palestine | 


statenent. 
| 
{ 


There has been no officiel reaetion yet and there | 
is ef eourse ne press here. : 


2 Bazaar epinien eeneludes that [erpeundsce? 
His Majesty's] Gevernuent desires te aveid cenfliet with 
the Arabs and appreeiates that desire. It is hewever 
apprehensive ef pessible British withdrawal fren Palestine 
as it eensiders that in eny eenflict which ensued, the 
Jews weuld have American suppert end weuld be strenger 
than the Arabs. 


- Fereign Offiee please pass te United Kingden 
Delegation as ay telegram Ne. 3. 


[Repeated te United Kingdom Dologation New York }.—. 
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AMENDED DISTRIBUTION 2/10/47. <P61 199 3 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION. b 


’ 


FROM JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Clarke. 
No. 330. D. 6,00 pom. 1st October 194/. 


1st October 1947. R. 8.55 pem.-1st October 1947. 


Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York, ) 


Bagdad, 
Cairo, ~ ) SAVING. 


Amman, 
Beirut, 
Damascus. 


0:0:0:0 _ 
Your telegram No. 1804 to Cairo: reactions to Palestine 
statement. ; 


There has been no official reaction yet and there is of 
course no press here. 


o, . Bazaar opinion concludes that [grp. undec.? 
His Majesty's] Government desires to avoid conflict with 
the Arabs and appreciates that desire, It is however 
apprehensive of possible British withdrawal from Palestine 
as it considers that in any conflict which ensued, the 
Jews would have American support and would be stronger 


than the Arabs. 


Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdom Delegation 
as my telegram No. 5. 


[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York]. 
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91 han EMBASSY, 


WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


¥ 


mFS 


‘> Bra September 1947 


5 
Dear Department, f 


Please refer to our letter 15/295/47 of the 
15th September about American views on tne report 
of the U.N. Special Committee on Palestine. 


Qe The New York Times of the 22nd September 

carries the text of a statement by Joseph W. Martin JY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, in which ne 
supports the majority recommendations of the U.N. 
Special Committee. A copy of the text of this 

statement is enclosed. | 


° A similar line has been taken by Senator Taft 
(R.,Ohio) in 4 statement issued on the 21st September 
at Reno, Nevada, in the course of a speaking tour 
which he is making in the West as a prelude to nis 
candidature for Republican nomination for the 


Presidency next year. 


Senator Taft called upon the Administration 

"nut the United States definitely on the record" 

supporting in nrinciple the majority recommendations 

the Committee, in view of the policy frequently 
declared by Congress, as these offered a sound com- 
promise in a dangerous controversy. The British 
Government had, he said, asked the advice of the United 
Nations Assembly and should certainly be prepared to 
accept the views that had been requested. Senator 
Taft also called attention to the recommendation of 
the majority report for the admittance of 150,000 Jews 
into Palestine. This would, he eonsidered, remove a 
gore spot in the economy of Furope and reduce the 
seriousness of the displaced persons problem. 


WOOWOT ‘3914340 GYO0938 21T8Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


a copy of this letter to the 


De We are sending 
and to Jerusalem. 


U.K. Delegation at New York 


Yours ever, 


Rastern Department, 
Foreign Office, CHANCERY 


London, S.W.1l. =<¢e 


NEW YORK PIMRS SEFP 22 1947 


“MARTIN SUPPORTS | 
- PALESTINE REPORT 


‘House Speaker for Set-Up | 
Under U. N.—Solution ‘De- |: 
layed Too Long,’ He Says 


CGPCA EL AE Ee 


/ WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (UP)— 

Joseph W. Martin. Jr., Speaker of ‘he time. for redemption of 
the House of Representatives, is- eee pledges a pone overdue. 
sued a statement today supporting by the ee a auode parieie 
the United “Nations Special Com-| the Executive Branch of our 


mittee on Palestine. He said that Government, of the recommenda- 


this solution for “the tragic prob-| tions of the majority report to 
lem” * * * had been “delayed en- set up the proposed Jewish state 
tirely too long.” ' will meet with the approval of 


He said that the time was over-! Congress. 
I hope that in the process ‘of 


due for both Republicans and ‘ ; 
Democrats to redeem their pledges this approval, the United Nations 
Space of Jews inthe oly Land. 2 a ea 
arr sovereign status of the projected 
TEXT OF THE STATEMENT Jewish state. Already, it has 


The text of Mr. Martin’s state- been reduced from an area in 
ment follows: excess of 40,000 square miles as 


The need for solution éf the was originally contemplated, to 


tragic problem of Jewish na- 
tional homelessness was never 
more urgent than today. 

This solution has been delayed 
entirely too long already and 
each day of further delay con- 
tributes to the increasing toll of 
Jewish victims. 

The United Nations Special 
Gommittee on Palestine’ which 
has completed an investigation in 
Palestine and elsewhere points 
the way to this solution in its 
majority report. It partitions the 
country and establishes separate 
Jewish and Arab states. This will 
make possible free Jewish immi- 
gration. I hope and trust this 
report will have the support of 
the United Nations and particu- 
larly, the support of the United 
States Government. 

_. Over the years there has been 
no ‘aspect of our foreign affairs 
which has had more universal 
and bi-partisan support in the 
Congress. of the United States 


than the proposed Jewish home- | 


land. 

“In: 1923, the Congress passed 
unanimously the Lodge resolution 
sponsored by the late Senator 
Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachu- 
setts, chairman of the Senate 


Committee on Foreign Relations, der 


and the grandfather of two dis- 
tinguished members of the pres- 
ent. Congress, Senator Henry 
Cabot Lodge, Jr., of Massachu- 


‘getts, and Representative John — 


Davis Lodge of Connecticut, 
which placed the stamp of Con- 
gressional approval on the Jewish 
National Home. . 

Two years ago, the Congress 
again went on record in favor 
of a free and democratic Jewish 
commonwealth and unlimited 
Jewish 
-estine. At the 1944 Republican 
and Democratic Conventions, 
strong declarations were written 
into the respective party plat- 


forms in favor of the proposed 


Jewish commonwealth, 


immigration into Pal- : 


less than 6,000 square miles. 

Already, one Arab state has 
been set up and it is now con 
templated to set up another ‘in 
territory originally assigned to 
Palestine. . 

This isn’t at all satisfactory. to 
those who have long advocated 
an adequate area for a Jewish 
homeland, but it is an acceptable 
compromise. : 

The United Nations majority 
report, I repeat, points the way 
to an early solution of one of 
the -world’s most troublesome 
problems, and I hope this solu- | 
tion will come speedily. 
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Gee, 


D: 10.17 a.m. 2nd Octeber, 1947 
weet e 
) cteber, 1947. R: 12, 15 p.m. 2nd October, 1947, 


Repeated te Caire, | 
Beirut, . | > to 
Damascus, Ec 4 4 7 
aoc és 
Jed a ewe mae fF ) 
Jerusalém, | . \ Wy hed 
British Middle sast Office, 

United Kingdem Delegation New Yerk, 


* 
8 


i 
oe... [OCC 


AAAA 


Fereign Office please pass te Auman as my telegram 
Ne.70 and te United Kingdem Delegation New Yerk as ny 
telegram Ne.1l and Beirut te Dasascus as my telegram Ne.97, 


Restricted, 
iy telegram Ne, 903, © 


Traci reactiens te Celenial Secretary's statement de 
net differ frem Lebanese reactiens reverted in Beirut 
telegram Ne,691 te, yeu. 


2, Press Comment generally assumes that His Majésty’s 
Geverment is eppesed te partitien and that independence 
will seen be granted te an Arab Palestine. ‘There is no 

serieus effert te ferecast the likely ceurse ef evenis 
and it is inevitable that if events develep in a mamer 
unwelcene | te Arabs the blame will be cast en His Majesty's 
evernment. 
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‘ mid aia te Amman and United Kingdem Delegatien New 
erk |. 


TF 


aE 


i Ears ast] a Varese jigs (- 3] 
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-————"" MENDED DISTRIBUTION. (Srd October 1947). 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on}. 


Cypher/OTP, CABINET DISTRIBUTION. 
FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Pelham, | | 
No. 918, D. 10,17. a.m, 2nd October 1947, 


OQnd October 1947. R. 12,15 pm. 2nd October 1947, 
Repeated to: Cairo 

Beirut, 

Damascus, 

Amman , 

Jedda, 

Jerusalem 


British Middle East Office, | 
United Kingdom Delegation, New York, 


Foreign Office please eae to Amman as my 
telegram No.70 and to United K ngdow Delegation New 
York as my telegram No.11 ond Beirut to Damascus as 


my telegram No.97, 
Restricted. 
My telegram No.905, 


Iraqi resctions to Colonial Secretary's 
statement do not differ from Lebanese reactions 
reported in Beirut telegram No,691 to you, 


woo TE i ie 
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2, Press comment generally assumes that His 
Majesty's Goverment is opposed to artition and 
that independence will soon be granted to an Arab 
Palestine. There is no serious effort to forecast 
the likely course of events and it is inevitable 
that if events develop in a manner unwelcome to 
Lrabs the blame Will be cast on His Majesty's 
Government, 


| [Repeated to Amman and United Kingdom 
Delegation, New York]. 
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Jorusaden ) 
(0000 3 
Wy. telegran Ne. 698, 
‘Palestine, : | 
‘Press readtion to Colonial Secretary's speech, 


Following is translation of article pb lehed in 
Sehefit Bl Ta on. Octeber jst. - | 


[Begins ). 


Favourable ociments ea the British, Inpertant | 
declarations ef leading men in the Lebanon, 


he British deelaration as ex ressed in Mr, Creech= 
Jones speech at United Nations « withdrawal fr 
de declaration of its independence. ani the 

7 te any solution unacceptable te the 


de a very goed impression in all Arab states, — 


ned ‘in the Ledanen where we have been able te 
r the fe ert rang coments fees. Tae fron kent 


. the B itis as Seen ine ged otal dec laratie a" “t 
i Opeodh-Jones has Rade ae bel leve fully and 
. ly in friendship ef Brital rites has in the 
| ied, Ris a frieniship 
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26 


wise and truthful deputy Philip Taqla fermer Minister 

fer Fereign Affairs said, “the British have taken the side 
of right by deelaring the independence ef Palestine and 
withdrawing frem it, and heve thus made all the Arab’ 

_ States acknowledge their friendship and wisden", = - 


His Excellency the President ef the Republic 
censiders that the declaratien ef the: British Gevernment 
made by Mr. Creech-Jones, the Celenial Secretary makes 
the Arab League's mission eof liberating Palestine 
practicable and easy, Only the ceeperatien ef the 
members ef the Arah League will be required te help 
_ Arab Palestine te become anéindependent State which 
will be a free fully Severeiga sister te the other 
Arab states, 


As regarés private cemments it is agreed that by 
the declaratien, the British have rendered the createst 
service te the Arab cause ef Palestine. This oa Ss 
declaration has been the "ceup de grace" te Jewish 
Zienist hepes in the Hely Land. And thust at last | 
netwithstanding menaces and threats inccertain Arab 
eireles, ali Arabs admit that the British are true. 
in their friendship and that they take the side ef 


truth and justice, 
 [Ends), 


:aduasafay 
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49 - . 
ud Osteber, 1947, Rs 6,05 pets 2nd Octeber, 1947 
ated te Caire, eee i an ae 
U.%. Delegatien New Yerk (Fereign Office 
please pass as my telegram Ne.18).. 
BMLE.O, (Caire pass as my telegram Ne,154) 
Bagd ad gh “ee = vo | 
- Damascus 
Jedda =) 
Auman) 
Jerusalem ) 


My telegram Ne, 698, 
Palestine. 
Press reactien te Celenial Secretary's speech, 


Fellewing is translatien ef article published in 
Sahafit El Taih en Octeber lst. 


[Begins]. 


Faveurable cemments en the British. Impertant 
declaratiens ef leading men in the Lebanen. | 


The British declaratien as expressed in Mr. Creech- 
Jenes speech at United Natiens - withdrawal frem Palestine, 
declaratien ef its independence and the refusal te agree — 
te any selutien unacceptable te the Arabs has made a very 
peed impressien in all Arab states, especially in the 

ebanen where we have been able te gather the fellewing 
cements emanating frem varieus circles and leading | 
persenalities, ‘The well knem deputy Hussein Bey 41 Oueini 
said "the attitude ef the British as expressed_in efficial 
declaratien ef Mr. Creech-Jenes has made us believe fully 
an@ sincerely in friendship ef Britain. Britain has in 
the past prefessed friendship fer the Arabs, a friendship 
hewever which we have almest deubted." Riad Bey Selh 
the Lebanese Prime Minister said, "the declaratien by 
the British ef the independence ef Palestine and the 
abelitien ef the mandate frustrates all hepe ef 
establishment ef a Zienist Jewish state, and selves the 
ef the Arabs." The 
Philip Tagla fermer Minister | 
tthe British have taken the side 
ef Palestine and 


withdrawing from the ArebT , 


states acknewled i 
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—Qm. 


His sxcellency the President of the Republic considers that the 
declaration of the british Government made by ur. Creech-J ones, 
the Colonial Secretary makes the arab League's mission of liberating 
Palestine practicable and- easy. (nly the cooperation of the members 
of the arab League sill be required to help Arab Palestine to beccme 
an independent State- which will be a free fully Sovereign sister 
to the other arab States. 


aS regards private comments it is agreed that oy the declaration, 
tie British have rendered the greatest service to the arab cause of 
Palestine, ‘his declaration has been the "coup de grace" to Jewish 
alonist hopes in the Holy Land. And thus at last notwithstanding 
menaces and threats in certain Arab circles, all arabs admit that 
the British are true in their friendship and that they take the side 
of truth and justice. : | 
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My telegram Neo, 2704, 
Palestine Comnittee, 


At the Fourth Meeting on the 2nd October Dr. Silver 

made a statement on behalf of the Jewish Agency. Silver 

criticised His Majesty's Government for reserving to 
themselves the right of refusing any co-oneration in 
implementing an Assembly recommendation which conflict. d 
with their "own criteria of justice" and their "own 
preferred technique of implementation". No settlement 
was possible without some enforcement. The reluctance 
of His Majesty's Government to impose a policy by force 
of arms was inconsistent with the present employment of 
force in Palestine, 


aduasafay 


2. oilver nevertheless welcomed the announcement of 
an early British withdrawal from Palestine which increased 
the need for urgent action by the Assembly. Of the two 
sclutions proposed by members cf U.N.S.C.C.%. that of the 
minority was unacceptable even as a basis for discussion, 
In the majority proposal the exclusicn from the Jewish 
state of western Galilee and of the modern city of 
Jerusalem were open to most sericus objection, ‘There 
were other modifications which the Jewish Agency would 
sugzest at a later stage but subject to further discussion 
at the present session of the Assembly they "would be 
prepared to assume the responsibility for recommending 
acquiescence to_the supreme organs of cur movement", 

This would involve a great sacrifice "to attain that which 
if uninterferred with we would have attained long ago". 
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5. It was no longer clear who would be responsible 
for Palestine during the period of transition. ‘the 
Jewish Agency favoured "an international authority under 
the United Nations", They urged that the period should 
be considerably less than two vears and they assumed that 
"full use will be made of the trained manpower available 
in Palestine which will prepared to offer its services to 
the Unit«d Nations to maintain law and order", If the 


/British withdrawal 


wn =m 


British withdrawal threatens? ne create @ vacuum "the 


Palestine w rovide without dgss; 
fevish people ofrnetives to aaintain n public security 
within their country! ‘They w of course velogne 
whateyer f support could aezgperty oe ger en then. by 


its Jewisn 
was nited Nee toned “it vould. defend its own fhe pt ny He 


respect that of its neighbours. 


Foreign ¢ Office eo pass Immed iate to Jerusalem 
as my telegram No, 


C sent to Teleg: aph: sects on, Colonial office, 
_femepettedin fo Jerusaien. 
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Repeated to New York (U.K. Delegation) 
Cairo | 
British Middle Hast Office Cairo (Cairo 
Please pass as-my telegram No. 155) 
Bagdad Saving 
Damascus Saving 
Aman Saving 
Jeada Saving 
Jerusalem Saving 


ily telegram No, 7013 Palestine, 


It should be noted that Sahafit el Taih is perhaps 


the one Beirut newspaper which is at present openly and 
consistently pro-British, The artcile was however not 
(repeat not) inspired, 


ne ddddddd eae 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


cypher (o.7T.P. ) 


PROM PALESTINE (0.4.6. ) 


D. 30th September, 1947. 
R. th ch] Ww 


IMMEDIATE 
Wo. (852 Secret, 


Addressed to S. of S. | 
Repeated " UKDEL New York (s, of 8. please 
pasa as my telegram No. 1297}, 
" * Washington, No, 259. | 
Cairo, No, 115 (please pass 
copy to B.M.E.O. Caire), 
Baghdad, We, 73. 
Dama 8cus y see 
Beirut, 
Jadda » No, 1294. : 
secret sevingrain to Amman, No, 63L. 


saduasafay 


My telegram No, 1624, 


Reactions to British statement in U.N.O. 


(i) Arabs. 


The Colonial secretary's statement hes, for 
the most part, confirmed the soetinate. belief, which the 
publication of the recommendations of U.N.S.C.0.F. | 
gignally failed to shake, that Great Britain is determined 
to maintain the status quo in Palestine and would Tind 
ways and means of ensuring that whatever resolutions were 
taken in U,N.O. involving a RBypitish withdrawal woulda not 
be implemented, in canjunetsien with tite paais for this 
assunption ts the chain of reasoning that any departure 
from the present situation mist be vnacceptabis ta Jews or 
Araba, end involves the use of force; that Great preitain 
da clearly not prepared tG Use force even 2n conjuction | 
with other powers (otherwise the Colonial Secretary would 
not have expressly inserted the provise “His Majesvy & 
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“Government 


fe &¢ 
<a 


& 


Goverrmment must take into account the extent to which 
force would be required te give efvect ta a U,N,O, 
decisien'}; that the only power which might offer 
to implement a decision involving the use of force is 
Rusaia, and that neither the U.S.A, nor Great Britain 
would permit Russia te establish herselt on the 
Nediterranean, The threat cf withdrawal, should no 
soMition be reacheé, ic taken to be only a strategic 
move aimed at inducing both Jews and Araba to adopt 4 
econciliatery attitude to His Majesty’s Gavernmant, A 
military withdrawal is considered tc be precluded beth 
for strategic reasons and by assumed reluctancs t4 
sacrifice British assets, which would be destroyed in a 
peried of turincil. Meany of these prepared to consider 
the possibility of British withdrawal are not unduly : 
alermed by the thought, us there ls general belief that 
the Arabe, assisted by neighbouring States, are in 
pesition to deal drastically with the Jews: athers are 
genuinely concerned, feeling that even the present state 
of affairs is easter to face than would be the entry of 
Russia or the turnmeil which they believe mast follow 
British evacuatian without replecement. Chicf werry is 
the fear of internecine strife between Husseini faction 
and opposition, Latter ure doing their best to consolidate 
their ranks and are prepnring for reprisal if the Muffti's 
followers attack them, | 

{ii} Jews, . 

| Mr. Creecbedones’s statement has been represented 
ag a aevice to enable Britain "te reserve the right to ~ 
act unilaterally regarding Palestine". it is now foreseen 
that Great Britain will find "unjust" or unacceptable, on 
the grounds that its execution would involve the use of 
ferce, any solution satisfactsry to the Jews, tt is assumed | 
thst the United States will not be prepered to send troops 
to Palestine, and hope for the execution of a U.N.O. decision, 
which it is assumed will be generally in fevour of the 
Jews, is placed in Russias, Prospect of 0.8.5.2, sotaining 
footing in Palestine is naturally not viewed with favour, 
but, if such is the pric at independent viable Jewish, 
State, Yishuv generally is prepareé to pay it. 


Jews, like the arabs, for the most part consider 
the British with@rawal ss ennty threat, particularly as no 
date Por it is named, Agency. however, appeare te believe 
that Wagana is sufficiently strong to enabie mesh Jewish 
areas to be held inviclate and Por the Jewish State to be 


esteblisbed therein. 
fCLLd) 


t 


hf 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


(1ii}) Gommunists. 


Both Jewish and Arab communists generally 
regard the statement as designed to enable Great Britain 
to mainteia forces in Palestine as base for Angic-.8, 
wer om Russia. 


rae Two voints are noteworthy, First, the Arab 
reaction might have been expected te be more favourable, 
secondly, the people of Palestine have acquired from 
experiencé a very deep rooted scepticism towards any 
atatement by His Majesty's Gevernment affecting them, 
however unequivecsl, and they will await some further 
evidence that Hire ‘Ma je sty® s Goverment mean whet they say. 


I have neticed some British press comments oan 
“the toll of British lives" as a reason for evacuation. 
Perhaps the opportunity could be taken te point sut ta 
commentators that this is playing into the hands of 
terrorist groups who welcome this sert of VERCOUE Berne 
te continue the toll, 


(Copies sent to Foreign Office for 
retransmission tc ULDEL New York}, 
stem na amr een enete enetaneertanieneneeneeeeenhneemmenmemneemmennanen een oenteeemeneemeennemmnnnnamenmnamanas 
Copies sent tor- = 


Foreign office - Mr. H. Beeley 
si ee ~~ Mr, CW. paxter 
Lord President of the Council. 
Ho. 10 Downing Street - P,8. to Prime Minister 
Cabinet offices Sir N. Broox 
id i Mr. S.6.V. Luke 
tt +f | 


Mr e T.W.A. Ga Grariton 
Poreign Office (Research a 
| Dept.) Air Commodore K.C. Buss 
T,.A. Robertson 
CeoleGede 
Ltecol. Meh. Charteris 
Mele 3ho 
Mr. G.C.B. Dedds 
Private Secretary 
Private Secretary 


| Sir H. Wilson Smith | 
POuCr en near’ ee ‘Major General A.J .C.PoLlock 


MoI5 
war office | 
"  (M.004) 


Admiralty 
Air Ministry | 
Min. of Defence 
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[This telegram is ef particular secrecy and ‘sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient and not ‘passed on 


Cypher OLP CABINET DISTRIBUTION | 
FROM BEIRU? TO FORRIGN OFFI 


Mr. ivaens ' 
N@e 00 De 6005 po Me nd Ceteber 19),7 


2nd Octeber 1927. 8. 820 Bette 2nd October 1947 « 


Repeated te U.K. Dele New York (Foreign Office please pass as 
my telegram lle. 17) 
Caire BeM.E.O. (Caire Please pass as wy telegran 


W@e 153) 
Bagdad 


Amman 
Damascus Saving 
Jerusalen 
Jedda 
RET 


Palestine; Reactien te Celenial Secretary's speech. 


Lebanese Prime Minister when I saw en Octeber Ist said he 
weloensd the statement and ceuld enly cengratulate [lis Majesty's 
Gevernment en their pelicy. The Lebanese Gevernucnt were, 
hewever, unlikely to make my efficial ceaxent until the aeceting 
ef the Arab League Ceuncil en Octeber 7th. On that sceasien he 
might refer te the statement in his inaugural speech. 


Ze Riad Bey said that in his epinien if it becaue 
necessary fer His Majesty's Gevernuent te withdraw the British 
Administratien and ferees the situation in Palestine might 
develep in ene ef twe ways. Hither the Jews, when they feund 
themselves face te face with the Arabs weuld beceme less in- 
transigeant (in which case the medus vivendi might be feund) 
er mere likely there weuld be serious clash as in Ia@iae He 
himself heped that a selutien weuld be fend whereby senacthing 
like the statu que ceuld be maintained. He believed (altheugh 
he could net say se publicly) that this weuld be satisfactery 
frea the Arab peint ef view previded immigration were limited 
(repeat limited). 


e The President ef the Republie with whem I discussed 
the questien briefly on September Xth has clearly been tee 
pre~eccupicd with leeal pelities te give the Celenial Sceretary's 
speeeh his serieus attention. His, first reaction was hewever . 
that it weuld be welcemed by the Arabs altheugh they weuld 
prefer His Majesty's Gevernacnt te selve the Palestine preblen 
before withdrawing. ” tdhe Sig as | 
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British Legation, 
DamascuSe 


7E/1U/ 17 2h, tlk Sept. , 19:76 


‘44h reference to my telegr 
September 22nd about the communication made by 
ment to Hei. Government on the U.N.S.0.0.P. proposals, my U.S. 
colleague in conversation with the Prime Minister was told that 
the "Arab Governments would adopt towards the Palestine Arabs the 
same policy that the U.S. Covernment adopted towards the Zionists", 
se. that the Governments would connive at the supply of men, 
material and equipment (which includes arms) to the Palestine 
Arabs, but would not send in their own armies or official con- 


signments of armse 


saduasafay 


Qe In point of fact, present appearances are that the 
Syrians will be willing to supply equipment end perhaps money but 
there is so little popular enthusiasm, that it looks as though the 
supply of men (volunteers) will be small. Most Syrians with true 
gallantry deplore the fact that the Palestinian Arabs are not showing 
a sufficient burning desire to become the first victims in the cause 


of freedom! ! 
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Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL No. - aa ee \ ae 


FROM NEW YORK TO FORSIGN OFFICE | 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Natiéns)¥ +. 


De 11.17 @eMe Sra Octeber, 1947 
R. 6.40 p.m. Brad Ooteber, 1947 


» 1947 
Repeated to Washington Sav ing 
SECRET 


Following fer Seeretary ef 
frem Mr. Creech Jones. 


Oe | 


Stote and Celenial Office 


(Begins}. 
General debste en Palestine will new preceed but 
main eppesed 


American reectiesm is still unknewn. The Arabs re 
te any form ef accemmedatien Which invelves Jewish 
imnigratien and partitieh. Siiver, fer the Jews, is vrepared 
fer some settlement aleng the lines ef partitien with: — 
ecenenie unity fer Palestine and accepts a-shert transfer 
eried under United Nations autherity. He-is prepared fer 
immediate transfer te Jews ef administration and pewer.in 
respect ef their ewn State fer which they weuld previde — 
immediate defence. There is encral recegnitien that 
preblem must be urgently tackled and selved. [Ends]. 


[Cepies sent te Celenial Office]. 
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En clair WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION. 


FROM NEW YORK 10 FOREIGN OFFICE, a -rlen wr 


(Frem United Kingdem Delegatien te United Natiens). | 
D. 9.35 Dee 3rd Octeber, Del my J 
Ne, 2761, ce eee 
3rd Octeber 1947. R. 4.15 am. 4th Octeber 1947. 
Repeated te Jerusalen, 

Vashingten Saving. 


IMPORTANT, 
GIANT. 


Palestine Committee. 


There were enly twe speakers at the fifth meeting en the 
3rd Octeber. Lisicky (Czecheslevakia) suggested that it 
would be a mistake fer the Cemmittee te embark on a discussien 
ef the U.N.S.C.0.P. repert as theugh the Celenial Secretary's 
statement had net been made, A recemmendatien by the 
Assembly even if carried by a substantial majerity weuld 
be of little value if it was net endersed by these capable 
ef encfercing it. It might be that one er mere great 
pewers ether than the mandatery were ready te supply the 
necessary ferce. Or His Majesty's Government might still 
de se in asseciatien with ethers, Alternatively, an 
Internatienal Pelice Ferce might be fermed. In any case the 
views ef the great pewers would be ef primary and decisive 


imper tance, 


saduasafay 


2, The secend speaker was Chameun (Lebanen) whe 
criticised the plan ef the UNSCOP majerity as being 
centrary te the Charter under which it was impessible te 
disregard the will ef the majerity in any ceuntry and alienate 
a part ef its territery. If the ebject ef the plan was te 
put an end te frictien, it was self defeating, Turning te 
the detail ef the plan, Chameun peinted eut that the greater 
part, and the mere fertile part, ef the ceuntry was allocated 
te the Jewish minerity. Arab Palestine was cut in half, 
and reduced te a mere geegraphical expressien. 
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| Fereign Office please pass immediate te Jerusalem as 
wy telegram Ne. 77. 


[Cepy sent te Telegraph Sectien Celenial Office fer 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy ald Shotla be ct! 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on, ] 


CYPHER/OTP - GABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Evans, D: 5.13 p.m.Ath October, 1947. 
No. /10, 


hth October, 197. R: 8,20 p.m.Ath October, 1947. 


Repeated to: Amman, 
Bwii.t.0. Cairo, 
Bagdad, 
Cairo, 
Jedda, ' 
Damascus 
Jerusa lem, )5@Ving. 


IMPORTANT 
SHORET 
‘Palestine. 


_. Sheik Youssef Yasin called on me this morning in 
connexion with the forthcoming meeting of the Arab League 
Council, fie said that Samir Pasha Rifai had informed Riad 
Bey Solh that "the situation had chan ged" and that he 
wondered whether this meant thet the fragi and Transjordan 
attitude on the question on Bludan decisions and proposed 
economic boycott of Britain and America had been modified, 
No doubt Colonial Secretary's statement (of which he clearly 
approved) had had its effect but it also occurred to him 
that "conversations" with the British had taken place in 
Bagdad and Amman. It was inconceivable he said that the 
iragis could have taken such a stand on the qusstion of a 
boycott without British support; if His Majesty's Government 
"shut their eyes for five minutes" the present Iraqi Govern- 

ment would be swept away. Briefly what he wished to know was 
what was the attitude of His liajesty's Government so that 

the policy of King Ibn Saud, whose Wish was always to work 
in harmony with His Majesty's Government, could be shaped 
accordingly, 


2. I should be glad to receive your instructions as to 
what reply I should give to Sheik Youssef, if possible 
before the opening of the meeting of the Arab League Council 
on October 7th. 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. es my telegram No. 162, 
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October 194 7 
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Rh 


Your telegram No. 710 L of 4th October: 
forthcoming meeting of Arab League Counei]/. 

You may assure Sheikh Yussuf Yassin that 
there have been no conversations in Bagdad | 
or Amman since the meeting in Sofar. I had, 
of course ’ been aware of the far reaching 
proposals of the Iraqi Prime Minister for 
economic sanctions. against Great Britain | 
and America in the event of developments at 
the United Nations Assembly unacceptable to 
the Arabs. -I had, however, expected that 
the Colonial Secretary's speech before the 
United Nations Assembly would convince the 
Arabk Governments of the sincerity of H.M.G. 
and I had not therefore contemplated making 
any separate representations to Arab Governments 
before the meeting of the Arab League. 28 You, 

| S Aceale 

short—you-shauld_ give _the—impressten to Sheikh 
Yussuf that I regard the Iraqi proposals as 
both unnecessary and undesirable fYou should, 
hewewem, be careful to avoid giving the impresaior 
that H.M.G. have ad Oe Saas With 
the Iraqi Government on the subject. 

2. As regards the general attitude of. 
H.M.G. on the Palestine question, you Si eax 
on “Allon of my telegram No3¥3 “F here is 


noth ng that I can add to Mr, Creech Jomes's 


|etatement until the discussion in the United 


Nations/ 
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Nations Assembly has made furt 


OUT "ILE 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


(Confidential) 
Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BEIRUT. 


No. 619, D. 4,55 p.m. 7th October, 1947, 
7th October, 1947, 


Repeated to Amman No, 438, Bagdad No, 850, Cairo No, 1864, 
Damascus No, 515, Jedda No, 404, Jerusalen, 
British Middle East Office Cairo No, 755. 


MOST TBiRDIATE, 


“Your telegram io, 710 [of 4th October: forthcoming 
meeting of Arab League Council], 


You may assure Sheikh Yussuf Yassin that there 
have been no conversations in Bagdad or Amman since 
the meeting in Sofar, I had, of course, been aware 
of the far-reaching proposals of the Traqt Prime 
Linister for economic sanctions against Great Britain 
and America in the event of developments at the 
United Natiens Assembly unacceptable to the Arabs, 

I had, however expected that the Colonial Secretary's 
speech before fhe United Nations Assembly weuld 
convince the Arab Gevernnents of the sincerity of 

His Majesty's Gevernment and I had not therefore 
contemplated making any separate representations to 
Arab Gevernments before the meeting ef the Arab League. 
You may indicate to Sheikh Yussuf that I regard the 
Iragi proposals as both unnecessary and undesirable, 
but you should be careful to avoid giving the 
impression that His Majesty s Government have entered 
into any controversy with the Iraqi Government on the 
subject, 


2, AS regards the general attitude of His Majesty's 
Govermment on the Palestine question, you should speak 
on the lines of my telegram No, 3518 to New York, 
There is nothing further that I can add to Mr. Creech 
Jones's statement until the discussion in the United 
Nations Assembly has made further progress, 


[Cairo only} Please pass to British Middle Kast 
Office as my telegram No, 758, 


saouasasay 
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Wy 116 (76/119/47) 


“HIS Majesty’s Chargé d'Affabres at Damascus 
presents his compliments toH.M,.Principal See.of State & 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned@ or F',A fed 


documents. 


British 


EMBED ba.s.., 194. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Damascus telegram No. 41€ of 22nd Sept., 1947, 
to 04 


Description of Enclosure. 


fF :a2uaLafay 


Name and Date. Subject. 


| 
Translation of Syrian | 
Ministry for Foreign |COMMUNICATION PRESENTED 
Affairs' note No, BY SYRIAN PRIME MINISTER 
P/7 of 22nd September, | RE PALESTINE. 
1947, 


34794 22862—2 (A) 
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SYRIAN MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
DAMASOUS, 3 3 
22 September, 1947, 


. The Syrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs present their 
compliments to His Majesty's Legation and,in accordance 
with the decision taken unanimously by the Political 
Committee of the Arab League Council on the 19th September, 
1947, have the honour ‘to draw their attention to the 
PTollowing points requesting thein to kindly communicate this 
memorandum to His Excellency the Foreign Secretary of | 
the United Kingdom as soon as possible:- : 


1. When the Mandate of His Majesty's Government over 
Palestine was decided - although this Mandate was 
false from its foundation because the veople of Palestine 
Ovoosed it - the intention was, in accordence with Article 
2 of the League of Nations' Charter, to prepare the 
pooulation of that country, ss an indenendent nation, to 
achieve their political maturity in the shortest possible 
time, so that as soon as the fundamental elements of 
independence had been reslised, tne Mandate might be 
abrogated and the Indenendence of the country vrocleimed. 


Qn the 16th of Anril, 1946, the League of Nations 
was dissolved and the Mandate (assuming that the Mendate 
had been valid) emanating therefrom lapsed. But His 
Majesty's Government desired thet their suservision over this 
country should continue with @ view to reslisins the 
vrosperity of its ponulation. This desire on the 
nert of His Mejesty's Governnent wes gratuitous and was 
opposed by the Arabs of Palestine and had been devrecated 
in every way ever since the Mandate was originally decided 
upon. 


In February 1947 His iWajesty's Foreign Secretary 
announced in the British House of Commons that the people 
of Palestine hed acquired such political and cultural 
naturity as would iender them fit to exercise the independence 
of their country, just like ell the peoples of the other 
Arab countries detached from the Ottoman Emnire under thre 
Lausanne Treaty, which now enjoy their independence. 


In spite of the foregoing and notwithstanding the 
reosested »vromises made by His Majesty's Government to the 
Arabs, His Majesty's Government did not pursue the netural 
path and proclaim the independence of Palestine, 


ge Whereas the Fact Finding Comnittee emanating from 
the United Nations Organisation has submitted nroposals 
which collectively and severally demolish the independence 
of Pslestine as an Apeb State, consequently the Arabs of 
Palestine, as well as all the peoples of the Apab countries, 
denrecate these proposals and refuse them utterly. They 
declare to His Majesty's Government from now that there is 
no legislative authority which has the right to cut off 

a nortion from Arab Palestine and donate it to the Zionists 
with a view to establishing therein a Jewish State. Thev 
likewise declare that there is no legislative authority whig 
possesses the right to allow Palestine to be invaded by »e 
host of Jews who have no connection with it and no right to 
enter it. 


Os The invasion of Palestine by the Zionists was 
acconpanied by ects of violence and terrorism all of which 
aimed at firmly establishing for the Zionists a foothold 
in the country so that they might later be able to realise 
their ambitions in the neighbouring Arab countries, 


g 


4, The Governnen ts / : 


ui 


raduasasay 
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fe The Governments of the Arab States previously warned 
the afore-mentioned Committee of Enquiry of the serious 
consequences of any recommendations in favour of the 
establishnent of a Jewish State in Palestine, and openly 
f pointed out to them the inevitable outbreak of disturbances 
| throughout the whole Middle Bast. This 1s because the Arabs 
of Palestine would never accept any arrangement which would 
do away with the unity and independence of their country, 
but would wage a war in which no guarter would be shown to 
repel% aggression against their country, and more particulerly 
so, because they know that all the Arab countries would stand 
behind them, support them and supply thein with money, men 
and equipment to defend their existence. 


The Arab Governments would never be capable of 
‘repressing the sentiments of their peoples rising in 

{ consequence of the tyranny that has befallen them. Nor could 
they stand by with their arms folded in the face of a danger 
which threatens all the Arab countries, but would find 
themselves compelled to resort to some decisive action for 
repelling aggression and re-establishing right. 


Such an attitude on the part of the Arab countries or 
Governments would not be surprising since it has been 
established on ceveral occasions that the Zionists depend 
for their armaments and for their terrorist and military 
ectivities, which are aimed at destroying the Arabs of | 
Palestine, on material and moral assistance supplied to 
them by certain.forelign Governments and by certain parties 
and organisations which are encouraged by those Governments. 
Besides, the question of disarming the dews and countering 
their terrorist activities has been the subject of 
repeated demands and protests presented by the Arab 
Governments to the afore-mentioned Governments, but all 
these efforts failed to produce any definite results. 


Da Consequently the Syrian Government, who are still 
linked to His Majesty's Government by the closest bonds, 
consiaer it their duty to make His Majesty's Government 
realise the real danger menacing the security and peace an 
the Middle East and to hold them responsible for any 
incidents which may ensue, shoulda any decision be taken 
which shall tend to prejudice the right of Palestine to 


be an independent Arab State. 


NOONOT ‘3914340 0409348 2178Md FHL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


The Syrien Ministry for Foreign Affairs avail 
themselves of this opovortunity to renew to His Majesty's 
Legation the assurance of their highest consideration, 


His Majesty's Legation, 
Damascus. 
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ee _ BRITISH EMBASSY, 
¢ ? : - 
1,7 So} WASHINGTON 8, D.C. 


30 destautas 1947. 
T AT; 
abenag ilies 


Dear Wilson-Young, 


The matter in question - Palestine - does not 
properly concern your Department. 


You may none-the-less feel that the attached effort 
by Garcia Granados is worth noting because:- 


a) He told his Latin American colleagues that his 
main object in making the speech was to 
"attack Great Britain wherever possible as a 
reminder of the British Honduras issue." 


b) The speech itself was given to the press by 
Jewish interests well before it was made. 


a. Actually the Latinos who spoke to me about this 
effusion professed to be shocked at the biased attitude which 
Garcia Granados had made public before the United Nations had 
even @bated it. The speech my therefore have been somewhat 
of a boomerang. 


Yours ever, 
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Ie Wilson-Young 9 Esqe, 
North American Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London. 
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Case Than the Arabs 


| ‘Dre Jorge | “Garcia - Granados, 


B.|Guatemalan member who. signed) 
# the. majority. Die of the. United | 


: stressed. the : 


val rights of the Jewish people for | 
tatehood in: that country. 


: - The:Guatemalan diplomat, -whal 


eads his country’s delegation to 


a the United Nations General As-. 


Dr. -Jorge Garcia. Granados , 


. “The New York Times 


} 


I 


sembly, spoke before 2,000 persons 


cls representing Jewish | ‘community, 
_\fraternai‘and benevolent: -organiza- 
“|tions in New York, at. an. emer- 


ency.conference called by’ the 
nited” Jewish: Appeal’ of Greater. 
at. the Hotel: Astor: a 


al for the . ald Of, 
dren. 0 This | 
s part of. the: Samipalgn’ 


gn. 
for S65, 000,000 ‘by the United Jew-: 


ish ‘Appeal. ‘Of - Greater: New ‘York 
for overseas relief. - 
Dr. Garcia Granadce maintainéd 


that the “case of the Jews. ts 


stronger than.‘that of the..A : 
adding that “nothing I- had fead, 
however, prepared me for wh at I 
saw.” 
“My first ‘impression, ” he 
nued, “watt that Palestine w 


jtoms af military autocracy; tanks’ 


land barbed wire barriers blocking 


the streets, a rigid curfew, a peo- 
ple governed arbitrarily by emer- 
gency: regulations, and imprisoned 
at the will of army officers.” 
Praising the economic, scientific 


‘and cultural achievements of the 


Jewish people ‘in Palestine “with. 
‘no Help from the “Government,” Dr. 
iGarcia Granados asserted that “yet 
this people is being treated as if it 
were unfit to govern itself.” 

He declared that the legal casei 
lot the Jewish people in Palestine, 
“4g to me no. less important than. 
the case they have established by 


{their achievements there.” He then 


asserted that British policies in|. 


Palestine “did not correspond with 
the mandate sHe received from the 
League of Nations.” : 

“The Palestinian administra-| 
tion,” he continued, “did not hesi- 
tate to persecute and jail. thous- 
ands of people in pursuance of its 


|peculiar interpretation of the man- 


date, but now that the Special 


Committee’s report recommends| 
|that Britain should enforce the 


eae be plan during the transition 
Britain refuses. This con- 
I cannot understand. | 


gtreniig that. anti-Setnitian 1 in 


|Ceritral and astern Burope ‘did 


not die with Hitler,” Dr. Garcia 
Granados said: ‘Fhe. Arabs say. 
that Palestine is important to their 
national agpirationis—to the Jew it! 
is not important; it is vital.” 
Other speakers included ‘Rabbi. 
Joseph H. Lookstein, who. recently: 
returned from a Buropean tour on 
behalf of the Joint. Distribution 
Committee; Ruth Gruber, jour- 
nalist, and Norman, V. 
director of the Council of Organi- 
zations of the United Jewish Ap- 
‘peal. of Creeter ‘New York. 
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En Olair aii 


FROM Niss. YORK 


(Frem United ingdem Delegation te United Nations) 


Nee 2791 De Ge44 pom 6th October 1947 
th Octeber 1947. Re 5¢50 aeme 7th Octeber 1947, 
ated te Jerusalem 
Vashingten Savinge 


rem Nee 2761.6 
Palestine Committee. 


At the sixth weeting en the 6th Octeber the 
general debate was centinued by Panama, Iraq (with twe 
speakers Nuri Pasha and Dr. Jamali) and Uruguay. Reyes 
(Panama) indicated suppert fer the majerity plan. 


ee Nuri Pasha distinguished between twe tasks cenfrenting 
the Assembly ~ te find a selutien in Palestine and te 

settle the Hurepean Displaced Persense The latter sheuld 
be transferred te I.R.O. by whem Jews and nen-Jews sheuld be 
given equal treataent. Palestine ceuld then be censidered 
witheut reference te the refugee preblem. There were 

twe pessible courses ef actien. iither the :landatery Pewer 
sheuld be asked te declare Palestine an independent State 

er the United Natiens sheuld determine its future in 

strict accerdance with the terms ef the charter and witheut 
reference te any past premises. ifeanwhile the ifandatery 

[? Pewer emitted] sheuld fern a previsienal Gevernnent ef 
Palestinian leaders and sheuld begin te remeve the criminal 
elements frem the ceuntry. 


3. Dr. Jamali demanded the applicatien te Palestine of 
the general principles for the preservatien ef which twe 
werld wars had been waged. Among these principles he 
listed freedea frem fersign interference and juxtapesed the 
pretests ef the United States Delegatien against fereign 
interventien in Greece with the assistance given by United 
States citizens te illegal Zienist activity in Palestine. 


4.  Fabregat (Uruguay) prepesea that the UNSCOP majerity 
prepesal sheuld be adepted by the Cemalttee as the basis fer 
discussien. He alse gave netice ef s metien fer the 
jmmcdiate admission inte Palestine ef the 30,000 Jewish 
children aweng the displaced persens.tegether with their 
parents er guardians and with all pregnant Jewish wemen. 
Discussing the majerity prepesal in detail he accepted 


the criticism that Jaffa and Beersheba should. net be i 

the Jewish State and suggested exchanging icm f 

Gadd ec. Jerusalem sheuld net be made the nugleus 
sm 


thing state, but pguates tb their ressective States. 


Fereign Office please pass imacdiate te Jerusalem 
as my telegram Ne. 78. 7 
[Repeated te Jerusalem]. 
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TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, 


(except for the following European Countries: Belglum, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) a Meee 


.= AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES: 
LONDON. | PROVINCES. Tr 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : (Always Open). ° 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. Telephone Numbers 
. T hle Addr are lly, Ph LONDON.” Birmingham 3: Lombard House, 142, Great . 
elegraphic ess: 1232 (los enquiries). Charles Street see a wee Lae ... Central 8321 


Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bary g494 (fo1 the despatch oftelegrams only). | Bradford: 6/10, Broadway .. ....—««.._—s«....-: Bradford 6007 


Telex Number: TEMple Bar 2441. . 
BRANCH OFFICES: Telephone Numbers Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street eee . .. Dundee 2108 


Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 vee .. CLErkenwell 2243 | Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street .. a ... Edinburgh 25068 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury Street, } E.C.3_. . AVEnue 5514 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 .... - .. LONdon Wall 4270 Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street ses .. ‘City 7761 
22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 ... ve .. MANsion House 6605 
Cereal House, 58, Mark-Lane, E.C. 3. wee _ Roval 7837 Hull: 4, Silver Street... _... wes bee .. Central 35811 
24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 ve Nslon House 7974 . 
‘The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, Ea. BIShopsgate 4993 Leeds 1: 15, Infirmary Street tes _ ses Leeds 21518 
Candle House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 sion House 9431 . 
Cape} Court, Throgmorton Street, k E.C2... | _ LONdon Wall agi Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... ses ves - Central 5951 
st Smithfiel ves . ses wee y . 
3 Borough High Street, S.E.1 ” “Bop 0818 Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street .. bes ... Central 3223 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1. WHitehali 2441 | Newcastle : 31, Mosley Street - ves ... Newcastle 22321 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley . 
Street, W.1 . MAYfair 4587 Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) .. wes .. St. Buryan 206 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 _ ... AMBassador 1234 | 
73, Regent Street, W.l ... REGent 6244 Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... vee ves .. Sheffield 20283 


Golden, Cross House, Charing Cross, § ‘Strand, WHitehal! 3696 | And at the Company's Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 

Thames House, Millbank, S.W.1 V1Ctoria 7871 Ongar and Somerton. 

The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 

Grosvenor House, Enqulry Bureau, Park Lane, NORTHERN IRELAND— 
Ww.t ase tas wes Lee see bee ... GROsvenor 

And the District Messenger Company's Offices. Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ... Belfast 27438 
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TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL: ‘ MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE: . SHEFFIELD: 
Central Telex 7370. Central Telex 8112. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
. Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
**VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "' if intefded for transmission by cable, or 
*“*VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "' if intended for transmission by wireless. Thts indication ts not Charged for 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc.. can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


. EIRE. (IRELAND). 


DUBLIN ; 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) _.. lee .. Telephone No.: Dublin 74995. 


HEAD OFFIGE OF THE COMPANY.:—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone : TEMple Bar 1222, 
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Cypher/OTP DRPARTHENTAL NC. 
FROM BAGDAD TG PORSIGN GRFICR c 
i eae 


QE? © 
® lhan | | 
Wo. 92 De 7.45 elle! 7th October, 1947. | 


4th October, 1947. Re 9.35 @eme 7th October, 1947.” 


Repeated to : Cairo British Middle East Office, 
ee Beirut Cairo 
Demasous - United Kingdom Delegation, 
Jedda New York 
Jerusalem Washington - Saving 


RSSTRICTED . | 
My telegram No. 905. — ais a 
Iraqi Government supported strike on October Srd betteen 


6.0 ame ami noone The Mutessarif of Bagiad enforced 
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stringent security preeautions snd no disorders oceurred in 


Bagdad. 
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En clair “GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM MOSCOW T0 FORBIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Roberts, 

Ne. <2i/. D, 4.23 pom, 7th Octeber 1927, 
‘th Octeber, 1947. Re 5.59 pom. 7th Octeber 1947. 
Repeated te Jerusalem U/N, 


United Kingdem Delegatisn New York Ne. 78, 
Washingten Ne. 427, oe aaa 


IMPORTANT oe a ae 
tic, . > * ood 


My telegram Ne. 2160, 


<2 we 


Palestine, 


First Seviet cemment en Celenial Secretary's anneunce- 
ment ef an early withdrawal frem Pelestine appears in 
vielently werded twe-celumn Zaslavski article in Pravda 

ef Octeber 6th under the headline "Bankrupts", 


é¢. after seme heavy sarcasm abeut erdinary bankruptcy 
precedure, “eslavski characterises the anneuncement as an 
admission ef pelitical bankruptcy by the British Empire, 
"which enly recently was an extremely pewerful state" and 
8,9 proposal that the United vatiens sheuld "disentangle 
the mess of pelitical intrigue and human bleed, which is 
the result of many years of Sritish adrinistratien", 


saduasafay 


5.  4Zaslavski centrasts the alleged inability of the 
British beurgeeisie te selve the natienality questien in 
Palestine with the thirty years st peaceful Ce-eneratien 
ameng the bretherly Seviet neaples in the werker's state, 
After blaming Britain fer fenenting the Arab-Jewish cenflict, 
he claims that enly the warking class can selve the natiena- 
lity preblem when it has been given a chance te "come 
tegether freely and agrse en forns ef ce-habitatien", 

At present seme Jews and seme Arabs hate each ether but all 
Jews and Arabs hate Britain. 
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4 Painting a lurid picture of British eppressiens, 
Zaslavski then declares that pre-war Brituin "weuld net 
have halted at expense and would have turned streams ef 
bleed inte rivers, but such an intense celenial terrer is 
tae much fer the pecket ef present-day Britain". 


>.  4aslavski hints that British treeps may net after 
all be withdrawn, since ne date is knewn, and finally 
suggests that fer reasens ef ecenemy "certain British 
peliticians are prepared te exchange rele ef independent 
master in Palestine fer the capacity ef gendarme and hireling 
hangman", paid by United States dellars. He cencludes that 
the British bankruptcy in Palestine is simply the mest 
striking example ef the general natienal-celenial bankruptcy 
ef imperialism" threugheut the werld, | 

6, Text ef article fellews by bag. 

_ Fereign Office please pass te Jerusalem, United Kin m2. 
Delegatien New Yerk and Washingten as my telegrams U/® + he 
42/ respectively. e =| 

[Repeated te United Kingdem Delegatien New Yer an&® sy 
Washingten Yy, ny 


[Copies sent te Telegraph Sectien Celenial Office fer 
repetitien te Jerusalen]. | 
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vom ty 
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Re 
| Chargé 


HIS Majesty's d'Affaires at Prague 


presents his compliments to HeMP.S.S.FeAe 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 
: ea A tte: tee ye, 


= British... HMPASSYs.......f... 


a ) 
“a 


' lst. Qetoher.,., 194.,7. 


Reference to previous correspondence: f 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Report of the United 
Nations Special 
Council of Jewish Committee on 
Gonmmunities in Bohemia, Palestine. 
and Moravia-Silesia. 


Ref. No. 346/8/7. 
Dated: lst October 1947. 


84794 82247 (8) 


s9duasafay 
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36/8/47 


lst October, 1947. 


Gentlemen, 


| I am directed by His Majesty's 
Ambaagador to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 22nd September on 
the subject of the Report of the United 
Nations Special Committee on Palestine. | 
In accordance with your request, Sir _ 
Philip Nichols ie informing His Majesty's 
Government of the fact that the Jews of 
Czechoslovakia, as represented by your- 
selves, approve the solution of the Pales-_ 
tine question advocated by the Conmittec. 


As regerds the policy of His Majesty's 
Government, I am to enclose herein the text 
of the statement made by the Colonial Secre-~ 
tary before the Assembly. 


I am, 


sauasafay 


Gentlemen, 


WOONOT £391440 OY0938 2178Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


Your obedient Servant. 


| Sed) Ae Rumbold. 
Couneil of Jewish Gonmni- ‘22°? ee 
ties in Bohemia and 
Moravia-Gilesia, 


Prague V. 
Mai slovra 18. 
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oar F37 


EN CLAIR, WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION, 
§b 
FROM NEW YORK TO FORSIGN OFFICE, 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nation S)e 


D, 8.54 p.m. 7th October 1947, 


No, 2810, 


7th October 1947, R, 3.30 am, 8th October 1947, 
Repeated to: Jerusalem — ae 
and saving to 


Washington. E Cis = 33 
, oo oy eA, 
uu & 
TMMEDIATR, , 7 s , 


GIANT. a 
My telegram No, 2791. e ae 
Palestine Committee. 


Zafarulla Khan (Pakistan) spoke throughout the 
seventh bps on the 7th October, After a masterly 
presen of the historical basis for the Arab case 

e argued that even if no pledges had been given to the 
Arabs a settlement in their favour would nevertheless 
be demanded by the principles of the Charter, He 
also quoted the Atlantic Charter and the ten principles 
of American es pores proclaimed in President 
Truman's epeenn of the 27th October 1945 and concluded 
that Palestine confronted the members of the United 
Nations with an acid test of the sincerity of their 
professions. 


2, He sew nothing in the Zionist case which should 
cause the United Nations to depart from their general 
aed pea The desire of displaced persons to go to 

alestine could not be regarded as a decisive factor. 
Nor did the refusal of the Jewish Agency to accept the 
position of a minority in Palestine entitle the 
Tnited Netions to reduce the Arabs to that position 

in a part ef the ceuntry, India offered ne analegy 
because the conflict of cemmunities there had net been 
artificially created and because the partitien of 
ee been breught about by agreement between Meslemn 
and Hindu. 


3. If the UNSCOP majerity plan were put inte effect 
the Arab pd peo weuld gradually and by ecenemic 
discriminatien be driven out ef the Jewish State, 
Furthermere the Jews weuld net regard it as a final 
settlement, It cruld net be accepted as a selutien 
fer the preblen, 


4, The duty of the United Nations Was eet 
to apply the Charter. To this end pet should first 
explore whatever possibility there might be of a 


saduasafay 
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direct agreement between Arabs and Jews, Failing 
that ones should seek a solution "in accordance with! 
y 


the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concemn¥ay, ae 
. a 
ythe & 


mb 


The remedy for the existing Jewish minority would 
then be for the United Nations to prescribe 
oiiotal e of their rights and means for their 
Judicial enforcement, | 


| Foreign Office please pass Immediate to 
Jerusalem as ny telegram No,79, | ee 


Ropes sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial 


Office, for retransmission to Jerusalen, 
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wn canes ne ae 


[This telegram is of particular seorecy and sheuld be 


retained by the sutherised recipient and net ssog. on a 
Cypher OTP fo bw J x. 


& te 


Mre Reberts 
Ne. 2218 De ol5 pote 7th Octeber 194.7 


7th Octeber 1947. R. 5e00 pom 7th Coteber 1927. 
Repeated te Jerusalen 


UK. Del. New York 
Washingten 


(Fereign Office please pass aS my telegrams unnumbered, 
79 and 428 respectively). 


My telegram Ne. 2217. /— 
Palestine. 
This is an eutstanding example of disingeneus Sevict 


prepageanda. The enly twe definite lines which it has 
hitherte censistently fellewed en Palestine have been 


aduasafay 


(1) the necessity fer early British evacuation 
and 


(2) the impertanec and practieability of seeuring 
Jewish~Arab agrecnent. Hewever new that we have anneuneed 
a peliey based en beth prineiples we are more bitterly 
deneunecd than ever befere. 
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[Cepies sent te Celenial Office fer retransaissien te 
Jerusaler). 


[Repeated te United Kingdem Delegation New Yerk and 
Washingten]. 
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[This telegram is of saihaabies secrecy ant’ should a 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP 


BOM 


WO~ D: 7.44 pom. 7th October,1947 
7th tober, 1947. . R:10.45 pem. 7th eneuSnszene 


Repeated to; Beirut 
New York (United Kingdon Delegation) 
Washington. 


IMPORT ANT 


Azzam Pasha told me that he did net expect the 
League Council te de mere at Beirut in the Palestine 
questien than consider the repert of the Pelitical 
Committee [1 gpeundec.] so far, and ways ef implementing 
pessible measures. 


saduasafay 


He theught it might be then adjourned till later in 
the month when the situation in United Nations weuld be 
clearer. I deubt hewever if he is yet fully in teuch 
with views ef ether members and de net attach tee nuch — 
importance te his forecast. 


; Foreign office please pass te United Kingdenm 
Delegation New Yerk and Washingten as my telegrams Nes. 
348 and 32 respectively. 


[Repeated te United Kingdom Delegatien New York 
and ijashingten]. 
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BRITISH LEGATION 
554 ees 7 


o Septenbers 19hTe % 


ve 


Ie 


Sir, 
I have the honour to enclose in original and translation 

a note on the subject of the U.N.S.C.0.P. report which is 

addressed to me by the Transjordan Minister for Foreign Affairs 


and which he requests should be transmitted to youe 


. The note is in sseandance with a decision taken at the 
meeting of the Folitical Committee of the Arab League at Ein 
Sofar and I was informed.by the Prime Minister that the terms 
tn which it is couched are the same as those of the notes 


which are being presented to His Majesty's Representatives in 


other Arab Capitals. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humbleServant,. 
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The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.Pe, 
Secretary of State for Foreign. Affairs, 
The Foreign Office, — 
LONDON, 5S.We a 


Sy Ea Ge Gay en es eae se ome ome 
e 


Ref. Noe 23/13/3018 
Date 22nd September, 


Your Excellency, 

In accordance with a decision unanimously taken by the 
Political Committee of ‘the Arab League Council on the 19th of Septeiber, 
1947, I have the honour to draw attention to the undermentioned points and 
to request that this memorendum be transmitted to His Excellency the British 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs as early as possible t~- 


« | tk 


Le. When Palestine was placed under the mandate of Great Britain~- a 


mandate which was illegal in view of the opposition with which 4+ has been 


received by the country’s inhabitents ever since it was imposed= the intention 


was, in accordance with article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, 


wooo TEA 


to prepare the indigenous inhabitants of the country, who were then considered 
an independent ion. for political maturity in as # short a period as 
possible. 

On the 18th of April, 1946, the League of Nations ceased to 
exist, and the mandate originating from it « even if the legality of its 
original imposition be granted- ghowla ipso facto also have ceased to exist. 
Despite this fact, the British Government wished to continue supervision of 
the country for the purpose of securing the welfare of the indigenous 
inhabitants- a wish which ws contrary to the desires of those inhabitants 


and which met with indignation and een on the part of the Arabs of 
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Palestine who expressed their disapproval by all possible means as they 
had in fact been doing ever since the matidate was first imposed. 

‘In February, 1947, it was announced in the British House of 
Commons by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that the inhabitants 
of Palestine were considered sufficiently Biaaes both culturally and 
politically, to administer their own affairs in the same way as the | 
inhabitants of those other Arab counties which were separated from the 
Ottoman Empire in accordance with the Lausanne Agreement, and who in fact 
do enjoy iiaecendanass. Despite this and the meny pledges made to the 
Arabs, the British Government did not follow the natural course of declaring 


Palestine an independent country. 


2e Now that the Fact Finding Committee appointed by the United 
Nations Organisation has made such recommendations as will-either in whole 
or in part- destroy the independence of Palestine as an Arab state, the 
Palestine Arabs as well as the whole Arab people disapprove of and reject 
these proposals "in toto" root and branch, and. would like Great Britain to 
realize that there exists no legal authority which has the right to cut 
off a part of Arab Palestine in order to grant it to the Zionists for the 
establishment of a Jewish state. The Palestinian Arabs as well as their 
brethren in the Arab countries declare that there is no legal authority 
which has the right to allow the invasion of Palestine by a section of the 
Jews who have no connection whatsoever with the country and who have no 


right to enter it. 

30 The invasion of Palestine by the Zionist race has been accompanied 
by acts of violence and terrorism so as to secure for Zionism a foothold in 

the country and to enable it to realize its vavious aspirations in the 
adjacent Arab countyiiess 

le It was for all these reasons that the Arab Governments have 
warmed the United Nations Fact Finding Committee of the consequences which 
will result from recommending the establishment of a Jewish state in 

Palestine and for making it clear that such a recommendation would cause the 
whole of the Middle East to flare up in disastrous and wide spread disturbances. 
The Committee's attention was drawn to the fact that the Arabs of Palestine 
would never accept any arrangement whereby the country's independence and 
unity might be endangered. It was clearly stated that the Arabs of Palestine 
would not hesitate to take up arms in defence of their country especially 
since they knew that the whole Arab World would support them and supply 

them with men, money and armaments to defend “their case. The Committee were 
snformed that the Arab Governments themselves would not be in a position 

to calm the excited feelings of their people who would not submit to the 
injustice so accorded them, Neither was it concealed that the Arab 
Governments would not remain inactive while danger was ‘menacing the Arab 


homeland, but would be forced to take action to rectify this wronge 


coveces/3 


saouasasay 


2] 
© 
v7 
«< 
x» 
o 
= 
_ 
°o 
nm 
+ 
4 
nm 
oO 
J 
i] 
P 
© 
m 
© 
°o 
xz 
o 
°o 
a | 
ba | 
© 
iy 
ere 
°o 
= 
= 


Such a recourse on the part of the Arab peoples or Governments 
would not be considered illegal in the case of Palestine since it has been 
established, on several occasions, that the Zionists have relied on moral 
and material assistance accorded them by certain foreign Governments, bodies 
and organisations, and have received encouragement from these sources to 
commit acts of terrorism from which the Arabs of Palestine have suffered 
greatly. Again, such a recourse would be justified by the lack of success 
with which the many and frequent protests have been met when submitted by 
the Arab Governments to these Governments requesting them to prevent acts 
of terrorism by the Jews and to confiscate their arms, 

De In view of the foregoing, my Government, which maintains the most 
amicable and close relations with the British Government, feels that it is 
its duty to draw the attention of the British Government to the dangers 
threatening public security in the Middle East countries and to hold that 
Government responsible for any consequences which may result from any 
decisions being passed whereby the right of Palestine to be an independent 
Arab state may be infringed or violated. | 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of my highest 


consideration, 


(Sga) Samir Rifai, 


Minister for Foreign Affairse 


His Excellency, 

Mr. C,.M.Pirie-Gorion, 

His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'affaires, 
AMMAN, 
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No. HIB7IT7a7 
MRTIBOMSESRCAX «=Charge d'affaires - at Bagdad 
presents his compliments to HM.P.S.S.F.A. | 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 
British Embas.sy., : 


29th... September,..194.2... 


. bm < 
we Low F thy K 
ot fj ghee Che 
ess, 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Bagdad telegram to Foreign Office No.876 of the 24th Septemb 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. : Subject. 


\ 


Copy of Note No.2903/237/13 from 

the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Meeting of Arab League on Palestine. 
Affairs dated the ¢2nd September | | 

1947 addressed to Bagdad. | 


2] 
oS 
ba] 
< 
® 
@ 
= 
=f 
°o 
nn 
~4 
4 
rm 
<v 
ce 
@ 
rr 
© 
4 
mm 
OQ 
°o 
9 
o 
fo] 
nn 
= 
o 
= 
r 
° 
= 
= 


ER ev EY PY RT, ESR RI a PE EC NE I ETE LISA ED 
a 


1484 Wt 26166/268 Im 10/41 FA Gp744 


Ministry. of. Foreign afta PS 5 
eh eee Arab: Affairs Department, - 
= Bagdad, Pane: Beptedhes 3 a 


in 1 having 4 ‘the honour. to ‘inform ‘the Embassy | of theissue vee 


ee “unanimous ‘decision on ‘the 19th. Septenber, 19475 by. the | 


‘Political Committee of. the Council of the League of Arab - - 
‘States, desire to drew the esteemed Embassy's attention to ‘the: 
points contained. in this decision and to. request the Embassy 


to. communicate them, as early as possible, to’ His Britannte . 


e.. Majesty" 8 Government. 


ge ‘When at was decided. to. place Pelestine under the mandate 
of the British Government, in: spite of the. opposition ‘to: it. by 
‘the inhabitants of the country, which opposition removed the. 


basis of. the: mandate, the intention under Clause 22 of the. 


Covenant « of the. League of Nations, was to lead the original 
"inhabitants elreaay. considered as. an independent ‘people, ee 
to political maturity in the shortest possible ‘time. ‘So. ‘that 
_— when they, should have obtained the prerequisites for Andependence, 
the mandate would: ‘be, terminated and the . independence of. the 
country announced. , | - | oe | oe a 
ae “On the 18th of "Apri 1947, the League: of Nations was: 
dissolved and ‘the mandate made by it, supposing it: to have any 


Tegal basis, ‘terminated. — The British Government, however, 


wished. to ‘continue to supervise the country in @der. ‘to ensure 
“the well-being of, its original: inhabitants. . ‘The. Arabs. of 


‘Palestine have opposed this unilateral desire by. Great Britain 


2 they. have. ‘opposed the mandate: since its: inception. 


Te February 1947, ‘the British ‘Fore ign: Secretary. “announced 


ee the Haha See that the ® people « of Pee eG pia 
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of ‘the other Arab countries formed from- the ottoman ‘Empire irs 
under the Treaty of Lausanne now. in fact are independent. | 
, In spite of this: and of the repeated promises given 
by the British Government to the Arabs, the British Government 
Gid not follow this naturel course and announce the * 
eae petienae of. Palestine. _ | | 
2, > The Arabs of Palestine, and of all the Arab. States, completely 
reject and are unalterably opposed to ‘the proposals of the 7 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine which, separately 
and as a moe would lead to the destruction of Palestine as an 
inde pendent Arab state. They hereby inform Hell. Government 
that there can be no legal autha ity either for the ee 
Palestinian territory tothe Zionists to establish a Jewish State, 
or for ine: duyasion of Palestine by Jews who have no | 
eonasctionraith that. country and no right of entry. 
34 ‘The invasion of Palestine by Zionist elements has been 
accompanied by deeds of violence and terrorism whose purpose 
is the consolidation of the Zionist position in the country , 
preparatory to the realisation of their ambitions in the 
neighbouring Arab countries. | | 


64, Therefore, ‘the Governments of the Arab States warned the. 
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- UNSCOP of the consequences of a recommendation for the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine and informed it: 
that disturbances would occur throughout the Middle East as a 
result of such a recommendation. _ ‘The Arabs of Palestine will 
not accept any measure calculated to put an end to the unity 
ene independence of their country and will wage a relentless | 
war to prevent any ‘such injustice. | They are well aware that all 

: the Arab countries wilt support them and will make available. 
ner them. men, ‘money and supplies for their. defence. The Arab | 
Governments themselves will not be able to suppress the rising 
‘feelings of. their peoples following ‘ne wrong done to them, 
nor to. stand with ems folded in face of the danger threatening | 


| the whole arab world, and wild ‘be ‘compelled. to take decisive steps 


“to repel a e _ ms 
O p Ber ssion and to restore the right. ie “ such/ 


Moy, 


ef, 
7 ra 


“such an attitude by the Arab peoples and their a 
governuents will not be anomalous as it has been proved 
to them on many occasions that, in arming themselves | 
and under talcing terroristic and warlike activities | 

| to drive out. the Arabs of Palestine, the Zionists depend 
on material and moral aid from certain foreign Governments 
and from certain bodies and organisations encouraged by 
these Governments. In addition the disarmament of the 
Jews, in order to suppress their terroristic activities, 
has been the subject of repeated and fruitless demands 
and protests by the Arab Governments to the abovementioned | 


Governmerits. 
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5- The Iraqi Government , which is still bound by close 
ties to His Britannic econ Government, therefore 

‘considers it its duty to call the attention of H.M. Government 
to the real danger which threatens peace and security in the 
| Middle East and to lay oe HM. Government the wsponsibility 
for all events which may arise from any decision calculated 

to infringe the right of Palestine to be an independent 

Arab State. | | 

The Ministry avail irenseiyes of the opportunity to 


xpresstheir highest consideration and esteem, 


His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, 
BAGDAD. 


